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NYSFDA Members Attend Annual Convention at Turning Stone

More than 300 funeral directors, mortuary science students, guests and exhibitors
attended the NYSFDA Annual Convention recently in August held at the Turning Stone
Resort Casino.

During the Association’s Annual Meeting on Monday, August 19 Scott C. Hendrix of
Whiter-Hendrix Funeral Home, Ilion, was installed as NYSFDA President. A New York
State licensed funeral director for 40+ years, Hendrix will serve for the 2024-25 term.

In an industry where relationships matter, this year’s keynote session was presented by
Ken Schmidt, premium-fueled speaker, author and consultant. He brought his
experience as the former director of communications for Harley-Davidson Motor
Company and the National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA). During his dynamic
session, he walked attendees through various drivers of human behavior to lead to
building a strong reputation for your funeral home and generating customer loyalty. 
In addition to the Keynote, the convention offered an array of educational topics for
licensed funeral directors and mortuary science students, plus a trade show for
attendees and their guests. More than 50 exhibiting companies secured booth space to
showcase caskets and urns, hearses, software and technology, and other funeral
related services and items.

Mark your calendar for August 18-20, 2025 for our Convention in Saratoga Springs,
NY.

NYSFDA Officers, Michael J. Gorton Jr.
President-Elect, Scott C. Hendrix
President, John O. D'Arienzo Immediate
Past President, Mark J. Nolan Treasurer,
David A. Parente Secretary
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Michael J. Gorton Jr. NYSFDA President-
Elect & Mark J. Nolan NYSFDA Treasurer

Want to see more photos of the 2024 Convention? Click on the links below!

Convention Photos

Convention Photos

A Message From The President
Kenneth Lysak, Jr.

Does anyone have any idea where the last several months
went? Once again time is flying by at ever increasing
speed. Over the last few months there have been a couple of
items worth reporting. The first thing that comes to mind is I
recently attended the annual NY State Funeral Directors
Association convention held at the Turning Stone Resort in
Verona, NY. Turning Stone is quite a long way away from Long
Island and I was not surprised that there were not as many Long
Islander’s as would normally attend if it was held closer. The
good news is that the convention will be moving to Saratoga
Springs for the foreseeable future. 

During the convention Scott Hendrix, of upstate Ilion was elected as President, but the big news is
that our own Michael Gorton was elected as President-Elect and Mark Nolan was elected to

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/82wrqodpfz22bbsoln5v6/AIlRQKdkuWITTbjjxi6_E7M?rlkey=c4f1je1u8q395i88vw8v4whvn&e=2&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/0bpt0dwgmmq72et5grxea/AHywS3WIXjkf2ByfwGsvN98?rlkey=snma1gk8572ow2932gf35pmy6&e=1&dl=0


Treasurer. Long Island will be well represented for the next few years. Peter D’Arienzo was elected
as our Region 9 Director as well. Congratulations and a big thank you to all of these people as it is
a huge commitment to get involved on the state level. As a footnote during the convention there was
a chance to earn all 12 CEU credits over the course of three days. If you have never been to a
convention you should definitely consider going, it is a worthwhile opportunity. 
On the local scene I want to remind everyone that we have our annual Toni and Vincent Romeo
Memorial golf outing being held on September 30th at the Stonebridge Country Club in
Hauppauge. Vinny was very involved early on in the founding of NSFDA and we have a long
tradition of honoring the two of them every year. I realize that everyone has busy lives but events
like this provide an opportunity to enjoy the lighter side of our business. It provides a chance for
camaraderie, share a meal and a cocktail and possibly a chance to win a great raffle prize. There is
also a mega raffle that gives you a chance to win one of three prizes; $5000.00, $2000.00 and
$1000.00 all for a mere $100 entry fee. Normally we sell around 100 or so tickets so your odds of
winning are very good. I hope to see a great turnout this year.
Lastly, I am happy to tell you that we were finally able to get the embalmers affidavit for Catholic
Cemeteries of Long Island amended to remove the broad indemnification leaving us exposed to
litigation for an indeterminate time. I always felt that it was not fair that the embalmer was making
this statement personally, especially when the person signing is more than likely only an employee
of the firm. Now the affidavit can be signed by any funeral director. Preferably in my opinion the
manager or the owner. I would like to thank Mr. Richard Bie the president of the Catholic Cemeteries
of Long Island for having an open mind and a willingness to compromise. 
Once again, I want to remind everyone that our Board of Directors and Officer’s doors and phone
lines are open to all members. If you have a concern or problem please turn to us. We may not have
an answer immediately but we will work to try to help you in any way possible. 
Please remember that you are the future of this industry, especially the younger funeral directors
and residents and I truly hope to inspire you to get involved in any way you can, you will only be
helping yourselves. 

Reminder: Be Aware of Phishing Scams

Be sure to keep your personal and business financial information safe from scammers. They will
often use email or text messages to trick you into giving them your passwords, account numbers,
etc. Be aware of unexpected communications trying to trick you into opening an attachment or
clicking a link. For tips on recognizing phishing attempts and how to protect yourself from attacks,
Visit the FTC website.

A Message from the Executive Director

I hope everyone enjoyed their summer with family
and friends and you are all looking forward to the fall
and the cooler months ahead. This past summer the
board of directors and myself have been busy
organizing the NSFDA Toni & Vincent Romeo
Memorial Golf Outing. This year’s golf outing will be
held at the beautiful Stonebridge County Club and
Golf Links in Smithtown on Monday September 30,
2024. All registrations for golf which includes

https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams


breakfast, lunch and dinner and dinner only for those
who do not golf, is to be completed using the NSFDA
website link Vincent & Toni Romeo Memorial Golf
Outing. NSFDA Registration ends on September
20,2024. Don’t forget about the NSFDA Mega Raffle.
Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased at the
September 10, 2024 General Membership meeting at
the Irish Coffee Pub, at the outing or you may
contact me by email.

I had the opportunity to attend the NYSFDA 2024
Annual Convention at the Turning Stone Resort Casino in Verona from August
19-21. The convention was well attended by funeral directors, students, guests
and exhibitors. It was a great opportunity to network with the exhibitors, attend
continuing education classes and enjoy spending time with colleagues and
friends. Congratulations to Scott C. Hendrix from Whiter-Hendrix Funeral Home
who was installed the NYSFDA President at the Annual Meeting on August 19.
Looking forward to the NYSFDA 2025 convention in Saratoga Springs from
August 18-20, where Michael J. Gorton Jr., past President of the NSFDA will be
installed as President of the NYSFDA. Please mark your calendars and come
and support Michael.

Thank you and Congratulations to Richard J. O’Shea Jr. who recently retired from
his position with the NYSFDA. Rich was elected to serve as Region 9 Director for
the NYSFDA board as a representative back in 2021 and has been the
NYSFDA's voice with the state association for 3 years. Keeping the NYSFDA
informed, he has also been our ears, reporting back to what is happening across
the state in funeral service.
Congratulations to Peter D’Arienzo who was installed as Region 9 Director for the
NYSFDA. Wishing Peter much success in this prestigious position.
The Board of Directors is happy to announce that the NSFDA Holiday Social is
scheduled for Wednesday, December 4, 2024 at The Larkfield in East Northport.
This event will include a cocktail hour, appetizers, salads, buffet dinner including
hot chafing dishes, dessert, OPEN BAR & DJ. Come celebrate the upcoming
holidays with the NSFDA. Members, spouses, support staff, guests, and vendors,
all are welcome. Information about when registration will open will be emailed in
the next few weeks and registration is completed using the NSFDA website.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming membership meetings, the
golf outing and holiday social.
Holly

https://nsfda.org/golf/


NYSFDA State Report
Peter D'Arienzo, Region 9 Representative

I look forward to working as the bridge between the Nassau Suffolk Funeral Directors
Association and the New York State Funeral Directors Association. My experience in
corporate funeral service coupled with my upbringing in our independent family business will
cover all issues and I am confident that my opinions will be based on what is best for funeral
service. In addition; I have solid relationships with the NYSFDA President-Elect, Treasurer
and Past-President that will ensure our concerns on Long Island are heard. As summer
comes to an end, I sincerely hope you spent some much needed time away from the office.
Had the opportunity to skip over the pond and watch my beloved New York Mets play in
London. In addition; my youngest daughter Sophia got engaged in June and we spent some
quality time at the beach with our first grandchild – Leila Grace.

Unfortunately; I cannot update you on any NYSFDA topics as my first meeting isn’t until

September 11th – 13th in Lake Placid. I am excited about this new role and look forward to
giving something back to funeral service which has been very good to my family for three
generations of dedicated service. For now I can only share the NYSFDA PRESS RELEASE
on our annual convention but I promise to report back monthly to the Board and members of
the NSFDA!
 
Industry professionals gathered in Verona, NY for the NYSFDA Annual Convention August
19-21, 2024. The event brought more than 350 funeral directors, guests and exhibitors to the
heart of New York State. 

“Each year we strive to provide the state’s funeral professionals an opportunity to gather
together and earn necessary CEUs, celebrate one another and their accomplishments, and
nurture professional and personal relationships,” said Michael Lanotte, Executive Director.
“Participants hear the latest regulatory and legal updates, fine-tune their communication and
business skills, and take the necessary time to rest and recharge so they can return home
and better serve families and their communities.” 

During the Association’s Annual Meeting on Monday, August 19 Scott C. Hendrix of Whiter-
Hendrix Funeral Home, Ilion, was installed NYSFDA President. A New York State licensed
funeral director for 40+ years, Hendrix will serve for the 2024-25 term. 
Other officers installed at NYSFDA's Annual Meeting: 

• President-Elect: Michael J. Gorton, Jr., CFSP, McManus-Lorey Funeral Home, Medford 
• Treasurer: Mark J. Nolan, Nolan Funeral Home, Inc., Northport 
• Secretary: David A. Parente, McVeigh Funeral Home, Inc., Albany 
• Immediate Past President: John O. D'Arienzo, D'Arienzo Funeral Home, Inc., Brooklyn 
 
In an industry where relationships matter, this year’s keynote session was presented by Ken
Schmidt, premium-fueled speaker, author and consultant. He brought his experience as the
former director of communications for Harley-Davidson Motor Company and the National



Funeral Directors Association (NFDA). During his dynamic session, he walked attendees
through various drivers of human behavior to lead to building a strong reputation for your
funeral home and generating customer loyalty. 

In addition to the Keynote, the convention offered an array of educational topics for licensed
funeral directors and mortuary science students, plus a trade show for attendees and their
guests. More than 50 exhibiting companies secured booth space to showcase caskets and
urns, hearses, software and technology, and other funeral related services and items. 
Nationally recognized presenters in the funeral services industry included Eric Layer,
Momentum-Generating Marketing Specialist; Glenn Gould, Funeral Industry Research &
Death-Care Marketing pro; Cythia T. Craig of the NYS Division of Cemeteries, modern
embalmer Dominick Astorino, Marketing Guru Chuck Gallagher, and others. Educational
topics covered strategic hiring and retaining talent, modern business trends such as Artificial
Intelligence (AI), embalming challenging cases, cemetery and crematory law, and more. 

“It was a successful event full of motivation and friendship. We had a nice turnout, exceptional
education sessions and lots of opportunities to network socially and professionally,” said
Lanotte.

THERE'S STILL TIME TO REGISTER for
Annual Vincent & Toni Romeo Golf Outing

Don't Miss Out on an NSFDA Tradition!
Join your fellow board members and colleagues for an unforgettable day on the green at
the Annual Vincent & Toni Romeo Memorial Golf Outing on Monday, September 30,
2024, at the stunning Stonebridge Country Club & Golf Linka in Smithtown. Enjoy a day filled
with fun, friendly competition, and camaraderie, capped off with a delicious dinner.

This is a perfect opportunity to connect, unwind, and create lasting memories. Reservations
are essential for both golfers and dinner guests, so don’t delay. Secure your spot using a



credit or debit card.

Check in: 10:30am
Deluxe Breakfast: 11:00am - 12:30pm
Golf Shotgun: 1:00pm
Cart on the Course: Beverages & Snacks: 1:00pm - 6:00pm
​Barbeque Lunch on Patio: 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Cocktail Hour: 6:00pm -7:00pm
Buffet Dinner with Raffles: 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Dinner Guests to arrive for 6:00pm

Golf including dinner: $295.00 per person
Dinner Only: $150.00 per person

Sponsorships (some include golfers and dinner guests),
Tee sign purchase: $250.00 each MEGA Raffle tickets: $100.00 each are available.

Contact Holly for more details at Hollynsfda@yahoo.com or call 631-765-3737

DEADLINE TO REGISTER: September 20, 2024

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://nsfda.org/golf/




In Memoriam
It is with deep sadness that we announce
the passing of:

Matthew Croutier
​Licensed Funeral Director

Joseph P. Spadaro
Licensed Funeral Director

Please keep their families in your
thoughts and prayers.





Congratulations D'Arienzo Family

The D’Arienzo family celebrated the engagement of
our daughter Sophia to Dominick Brusca on June 15th.



Catch up on all NYSFDA news! There is no log in required!
​Click below for their monthly newsletter:

NYSFDA NEWSLETTER

NSFDA Business Directory
Would you like to place an advertisement?

Contact Holly O'Brien at: hollynsfda@yahoo.com

   

 

https://nysfda.org/member-news/newsletters/newsletter/71
mailto:hollynsfda@yahoo.com








NSFDA Board Directory:
President: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. 516-805-1919 nbalma@aol.com

Vice President: Melissa Schmidt 516-462-0463 mjschmidt23@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President: Michael J. Gorton Jr. 631-732-1112 michael@mcmanuslorey.com

mailto:nbalma@aol.com
mailto:mjschmidt23@yahoo.com


Secretary: Michael Hoddinott: 516-852-8698 Mike@bfhli.com

Treasurer/LIFE/Finance: Rich D’Andrea 631-589-2345 raynor.dandrea@mac.com

Region 9 Director: Peter D'Arienzo. 917-985-2460 Peter.D'Arienzo@dignitymemorial.com

________________________________________________________________________

Nassau Representatives: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP  516-223-4200 mikemadison278@aol.com

Joe Bernaudo  516-724-4479 josephmbernaudo@live.com

Curtis Schmitt 516-785-3380 schmittfuneralhome@verizon.net 

Linda Hogan-Florenzie 516-621-4545 Ashlady@aol.com

Suffolk Representatives: Fred Bryant 631-473-0082 fredbryantfh@gmail.com     

Sean Ward 631-664-8289 seanward@gmail.com

Jeff Davis (631) 744-9000 Jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com

Andy Powell (631) 691-0172 andy@powellfh.com

Committees 

Membership: Curtis Schmitt / Jeff Davis

Health Care Facilities: Joe Bernaudo / Sean Ward

Medical Examiner: Philip Taglia 516-599-0041 ptagliadirector@aol.com / David Romeo 631-475-0098

deeromeo@gmail.com

Cemeteries: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP / Michael Hoddinott

Programs/Continuing Ed:

Social Services: Linda Hogan-Florenzie

Political Action: Fred Bryant

Member Events: Bea Lewanduski, CFSP  631-691-5700 Beatrice.Lecesse@dignitymemorial.com

Finance Committee:  Rich D'Andrea

Nomination Committee: Jeff Davis

Bylaw Committee: Jeff Davis/Bea Lewanduski

Emergency Response: Douglas Brueggemann 631-368-1235 drbrueggemann@msn.com

Scholarship/NCCC Liaison: Joe Bernaudo

​Honorary: Michael Mastellone  michael.mastellone@ncc.edu

Executive Director: Holly O’Brien 631-765-3737 hollynsfda@yahoo.com

Editor: Karen Romanelli 631-901-8111 karenrome9@gmail.com

 
NSFDA | NSFDA.ORG

 
Are we friends yet? Follow us and like

us on Facebook!

 
  

 
Nassau Suffolk Funeral Directors Association | PO Box 640 | Kings Park, NY 11754 US
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