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Announcing the Recipient of the NSFDA Scholarship:
Congratulations Giuliana Diakovasilis!
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Mark Mannix Cooperative Funeral Scholarship Award Winner Giuliana
Fund, Giuliana Diakovasilis Diakovasilis & Scholarship
Scholarship Award Winner, Michael Chairperson Joseph Bernaudo

Mastellone Chairman of the NCC
Mortuary Science Dept., Joseph
Bernaudo

At the Annual Membership Meeting on Tuesday, May 14,2024, the
NSFDA presented Giuliana Diakovasilis,, a graduate of the Nassau
Community College Mortuary Science Program, the John M. Lieblang
Mortuary Science Award. Joseph Bernaudo, the NSFDA Scholarship
Committee Chair presented Giuliana with this award.

The NSFDA would like to congratulate Giuliana and wish her much
success in her career in funeral service. Thank you to Mark Mannikx,
President & CEO of Cooperative Funeral Fund for the donation to the
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award winner and his generous contribution to Nassau Community
College for the practice tests for the students to prepare them for their
upcoming National Board Exam.

A Message From The President
Kenneth Lysak, Jr.

| can hardly believe that my first term as your association
President is nearing its end. We just held our annual elections on
May 14t at our meeting at the Irish Coffee Pub. All of the officers
were re-elected for another year and there were no changes in
that regard. If you were lucky enough to attend the last meeting
you learned a lot from our presenter Nance Schick, Esq about
the rights that employees have; and the seemingly few rights
that employers seem to have. While it may seem unfair in some
respects it goes a long way towards the value that employers
should place on the quality staff that they are fortunate to

have. There has been a lot of talk lately about staffing issues and retention of staff. Based on
some of the things that were talked about at the meeting it is my deep feeling that if you are
an employer and you are fortunate enough to have staff that is competent and capable you
better make sure that you do as much as you can to keep those people because as we move
forward the pool of quality people seems to be getting less and less deep.

The other part of the evening was spent talking about Cybersecurity and that was just as eye
opening. There are people in this world who spend all day trying to hack into our

businesses. | have had checks swiped from the mail and presented in several other states
that were successfully cashed and then had to deal with the bank and work on getting my
money back. As | explained at the meeting we recently made arrangements for a funeral
mass at a local church only to have a family member get a message from “Father Tom” telling
them that the mass fee was $750.00 and that they could pay with “Apple pay cards”. | have
no idea how they found out any of the information about this funeral other than to search my
website and find out the name of the church and then go so far as to obtain the name of the
pastor. All of this is very scary and it seems to only get worse with time. These types of
stories highlight the importance of getting involved in your association and attending meetings
and coming to continuing education classes. If something like this happens to you or your
funeral home, sharing your experience can help others be aware of potential scams.

As we are on the brink of summer and hopeful that we can finally start to enjoy some nice
weather, the New York State Convention is going to be held at Turning Stone Resort in
Verona, NY from August 19-21st and before you know it we will talking about the NSFDA
Toni and Vincent Romeo golf outing that will take place on September 30th at the Stonebridge
Golf and Country Club.

My door as well as all of the executive board’s doors are always open to you if you have any
questions or concerns and we welcome your input as a way to make the Nassau Suffolk FDA
a place you want to be a part of.



Warm regards,

Ken

I
A Message from the Executive Director

Looks like spring has finally arrived, and I am sure everyone
is looking forward to the warm months ahead. The end of the
biennium is upon us and the NSFDA offered numerous
educational programs to the membership over the past two
years. The annual membership meeting was held on
Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at the Irish Coffee Pub and the event
was well attended. Nance Schick, Esq. provided two highly
informative continuing education law programs. Thank you
to Nance for all of her support to the NSFDA.

Congratulations to Giuliana Diakovasilis, who was the
recipient of the NSFDA John M. Lieblang Mortuary Science
Award. This award is presented annually to a mortuary

science student and funded by Mark Mannix from Cooperative Funeral Fund. Mark also
presents the funds for the practice tests to Nassau Community College for the students. Mark
spoke at the meeting and made an announcement that he will be increasing the funds for the
mortuary science award and the award will now be open to two students starting next year.
The NSFDA Board of Directors thank Mark for his amazing generosity and for always
supporting the NSFDA and future funeral directors.

The Toni and Vincent Romeo Memorial Golf Outing will be held on Monday, September 30,
2024, at the Stonebridge Country Club and Golf Links in Smithtown. Registration
information will be provided through the NSFDA website and emails will be sent. There will
also be sponsorship opportunities available in support of this event.

I want to personally thank Richard J. O’Shea Jr. for all of his years as a board member of the
NSFDA. Rich has chaired committees, was Vice President and President of our association
and most recently for the last 3 years, Region 9 Director for the NYSFDA. Rich is stepping
aside from his Region 6 director position and a new director will be voted on. Rich, thank you
is not enough. Your dedication to the board, the association and to the funeral service
industry is remarkable and it has been my pleasure to have worked side by side with you
these last few years.

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer and hope to see you all at the golf outing.

Holly



NEW YORK STATE
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
ANNUAL CONVENTION

AUGUST 19-21, 2024

THE TURNING STONE RESORT & CASINO
VERONA, NY

Click on the link below for full
brochure information

NYS Annual Convention

Brochure

NYSFDA State Report

Richard J. O’Shea, Jr., Region 9 Representative

The NYSFDA has been highly effective in promoting various legislative endeavors, these include a bill
requiring a Licensed Funeral Director for the Disposition of Cremains, a bill requiring Nursing Homes
to have refrigeration, and a bill requiring Hospice to sign Death Certificates. Additionally, the NYSFDA
has legislative support to revise the Final Disposition Law. These proposed revisions will allow a Public
Administrator to authorize a cremation, will allow for embalming if legal issues exceed 48 hours, and
will allow for the forfeiture of dispositional rights if the Next of Kin or Agent does not act after a
specific time from notification of a death.


https://www.flipsnack.com/nysfdadirections/registration-brochure_-2024-convention/full-view.html

The NYSFDA has also been working closely with the 4 NYS Mortuary Science Departments and the
Bureau of Funeral Directing towards the establishment of a Basic Competency Exam (BCE). The
Mortuary Science Department heads (David Penepent of SUNY Canton, Lori Purcell of Hudson Valley
CC, Mike Mastellone of Nassau County CC, and Don Cymbor of AAMI) have contacted Director Fuller
and the NYS DOH and submitted a comprehensive outline to establish a Basic Competency Exam
(BCE) as an alternative to the National Board Exam.

It should be noted that, in the past, New York State had its own State Exam and chose to accept the
NBE as an alternative to that State Exam. Since those laws are still on the books, regulatory
authorities will need to formally recognize and approve this ‘Basic Competency Exam’ as an official
‘State Exam’ to follow existing state laws and regulations.

To be clear, students would have the choice to takeeither exam. Those who wish to practice only in
New York may choose the BCE instead of the National Board Exam, as either would be accepted by
New York State. Additionally, participants in the_Northeast Funeral Service Partnership have
expressed an interest in the BCE as an alternative exam for their states as well.

The NYSFDA had previously sent out a ‘Registered Transporter’ survey. With 508 responses, the
survey results show a 55/45 split in favor of such a designation. However, the creation of a
‘Registered Transporter’ would be no small undertaking - requiring regulatory changes, a review by
the DOH legal division, and a “public comment” period.

Lastly, the proposed E.D.R.S./D.A.V.E. Fees have been on the agenda. The Governor’s office is of the
opinion that maintenance of the DAVE/EDRS system precludes the elimination of the current $20 fee.
However, reconciliatory budgets from Legislators in both the Senate and Assembly, who are
sympathetic to funeral service, have proposed lowering that fee to $5 per case. The NYSFDA
Government Affairs committee is closely watching the outcome of these discussions.

On a personal note, I've decided it’s time to step aside and let others continue to be your voice in
Albany. Thank you for your trust and for allowing me to stand for you, and our Association, these past
3 years.

Join Us for a Day of Golf!

Get ready for an unforgettable day on the green at the Annual Vincent & Toni Romeo Memorial
Golf Outing! Mark your calendars for Monday, September 30, 2024, and join us at the

stunning Stonebridge Country Club & Golf Linka in Smithtown.

Enjoy a day filled with fun, friendly competition, and camaraderie, capped off with a delicious dinner
with your colleagues!

This is a perfect opportunity to connect, unwind, and create lasting memories. Reservations are



essential for both golfers and dinner guests, so don’t delay. Secure your spot using a credit or debit
card.

Check in: 10:30am

Deluxe Breakfast: 11:00am - 12:30pm

Golf Shotgun: 1:00pm

Cart on the Course: Beverages & Snacks: 1:00pm - 6:00pm
Barbeque Lunch on Patio: 1:00pm - 4:00pm

Cocktail Hour: 6:00pm -7:00pm

Buffet Dinner with Raffles: 7:00pm - 9:00pm

Dinner Guests to arrive for 6:00pm

Golf including dinner: $295.00 per person
Dinner Only: $150.00 per person

Sponsorships (some include golfers and dinner guests),
Tee sign purchase: $250.00 each MEGA Raffle tickets: $100.00 each are available.

Contact Holly for more details at Hollynsfda@yahoo.com or call 631-765-3737

DEADLINE TO REGISTER: September 20, 2024

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

\ |
ATTENTION!

.
In Memoriam

It is with deep sadness that we announce
the passing of:

John J. Connell
Licensed Funeral Director and member of


https://nsfda.org/golf/

the NSFDA and owner of MA Connell
Funeral Home.

Catherine Papa

Catherine is the mother of Paul Papa,
NSFDA member and Licensed Funeral
Director at Brueggemann Funeral Home
of East Northport Inc.

Please keep their families in your
thoughts and prayers.

Calverton National Cemetery

Please see attached from Calverton National
Cemetery regarding updated procedures.

CLICK HERE



https://files.constantcontact.com/46d6a434801/052d27d4-be2b-4123-bb81-944dfc92c3e1.pdf?rdr=true

Edward F. Lieber Funeral Homes Inc.

Valley Stream, NY is seeking a Licensed

Funeral Director to join our staff.

Please contact via phone 516-825-2900
and/or email info@lieberfuneralhome.com




IMPORTANT DATES




MEGA RAFFLE
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Tickets for the NSFDA MEGA RAFFLE are on sale now!!!

Each ticket is $100.00
Three prizes:
1st Prize: $5000.00
2nd Prize: $2000.00
3rd Prize: $1000.00

Winners will be drawn on September 30, 2024, at the Toni & Vincent
Romeo Memorial Golf Quting being held at The Stonebridge Country Cub and
Golf Links. Winners need not be present.

Please contact Holly at 631-765-3737 or email at Hollynsfda@yahoo.com for
information and how to purchase your ticket.

Maximum of zse tickets to be sold.

Drawing takes place upon a minimum of 150 donations being received.
In the event that less that 15 tickets are sold,
the winnings shall be determined based on the percentage of tickets sold
or the raffle may be cancelled at the sole discretion of the
Nassau Suffolk Funeral Directors Association and all donations refunded.
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TLC Taglia, Lysak & Co
Acrisure

We Promise. ..

\ m-.g Insurance Personal.
\

Serving Long Island & the New York Metropolitan Area,
TLC is a fully staffed funeral trade service

Removals
Embalming
Airport Transfers

i Shi

Foreign and D pping
Cremations
Disinterments
Private Autopsy Service
Sea Scatterings

Protecting
Your Success

Proud Sponsor
Independent Funeral
Directors of Florida

St. Charles/Resurrection
Cemeteries

————— o ——— e w n  of

« Options Available:
Gravesites
Cryptsites (indoor and outdoor)
Niche Sites (indoor and outdoor)
Cremation Graves

Everything you could want
from a supplier.

Everything. Lawn Crypts
Instaliment agreements available for all
pre-need h with no fi charges
Really. P o ik s g aa

* At St. Charles/Resurrection Cemeteries, we can
thoughtfully and compassionately guide the

800-442-3060 decisions that need to be made concerning
Fax: 800-831-7272 pre-arrangements.
emall: api@abiga.l.com Make a Catholic Cemetery your choice
www.abigal.com SRR

visit us at our website -

u wvvw.c‘:bklyn‘org




Trusted for over 20 years
to deliver quality-driven
objective analysis

With professional, personal, and customized

service to the funeral industry, we provide

tive accounting and exper onsulting

g specialize I

evaluating

acifically for
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Lantern Lighting Celebration Laﬁybug Release Ar A Call us today & let's reach

] Since Pinelawn's inception in new heights of success together.
1902, great dedication has
Q\wuys been given to prov’!d\r‘g
families with a tranquil and
serene environment for peaceful

PINELAWN reflection.
! ‘ Today, Pinelawn continues to be
committed to the beauty of the
rounds and to its families

HONORING LEGACIES, JANICE REDMOND & ASSOCIATES

CELEBRATING LIFE, through various events, held at no
& SUPPORTING THE Ic‘nctrge zé) {mm\\es,ihqt allow the
ENVIRONMENT gﬁ;izézOr:‘iv"*;:’t”ﬁg'r”lgved . 140 Fell Court, Suite 116, Hauppauge, NY 11788

T: 631.342.9589 F: 631.342.0338

WWW.PINELAWN.COM www. janiceredmondassociates.com

& LONG ISLAND

é? 2 Y, CREMATION CO.,INC.
: % 91 EADS STREET

MSSN! \WEST BABYLON, NEW YORK 11704
? (631) 293-6664 FAX (631) 293-7158

Limited, ,g:r/mu[ Funeral Service

Conveniently located in central Long Island -
2 i ¥ . ﬁmm Fuﬂera/ Coacf
Services include:
S

* Direct Cremation

* Cremation with Chapel Service Only Angelo, Chacles & Joha Bruao

* Cremation with Review

* Cremation with both Chapel Service
and Review

* Next Day Returns

Three generations of dedicated service
to the funeral industry in Nassau and
Queens tor over 50 years.

o
Hours: Monday - Saturday 95 For the newest i hearses, imousines and flower
Visit us at our website - ;‘47"‘13 "
www. licremationco.com 0= i m_ L

718—747—1306

Dodge

HELPING YOU MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE

CARA BOOTH
607-227-2816

cbooth@dodgeco.com

dodgeco.com shop.dodgeco.com  800-443-6343

Connect with us [ i@




Convenient. Compliant.

Competitive.

Working with PrePlan Funeral Trust is accessible
and easy, thanks to updated resources, operational
enhancements, and a continued commitment to safety
and security. We invite you to experience the benefits
of working with PrePlan.

Our knowledgeable and experienced
staff, led by Director of Preneed
Trust Services Melissa Sargalis, look
forward to supporting you and the
families you serve.

Find out more today:
melissa@preplan.org | preplan.org | 800.577.3752

¢ PrePlan
Funeral Trust
The Gold Standard.

(@mputer ama

“WE'VE GOT ¢ @ KES”

The leader in IT services to the funeral industry

Full sarvice managed T Office automation seart 1o firith
24/7 manitering and sppaet Expertain hirdwire & software
MIMS authorized dealer i st offcite data backup

We are #1 in (T incidert respance & recovery

Gunrareaad & hair resporss time for system (a8 ure

“When my dient’s funersl horre was destroyed by fire,
| had all their IT and bus
systerrs uo a3d rurning in 12 he

308 FARKAS
Pregdent
biarkas@computar amacom

COMPUTERANVA

(516)868-078
s comoutarama o

THE BEST SINCE 1989

Newsday is proud
to partner with the
Nassau-Suffolk Funeral
Director Association
and serve the
Long Island community.

Teo learn more about targeted
marketing programs at Newsday, call
Jessica Lee at 631-843-3188.

'Newsday



‘Matthews Aurora
FUNERAL SOLUTIONS

Experience the Matthews Aurcra”

DIFFERENCE.

IF you want to develop a business
growth strategy that works.

~ ;,mr—*" Please contact us at 1.B00.4571111 to be connected

with your Matthews Aurora Funeral Service Consultant.
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It is our Honor and Privilege to be the
NSFDA PreNeed Administrator.

The CFF Advantage:

Fax or Email to initiate a death claim with direct deposit
Personalized PreNeed Trust Contracts
No Minimums to set up a trust

The client portal provides the daily value of each trust with
the capability to print all our documents www.cffhomes.com

DocuSign is now available with no added cost

Compliant with all NYS PreNeed laws
Call us for your user ID and password

800.336.1102

Catie.Canetti@cffinc.com
AnnMarie.StGeorge@cffinc.com

www.CooperativeFuneralFund.com
We appreciate being there for you,

So you can be there for your families.

NSFDA Board Directory:

President: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. 516-805-1919 nbalma@aol.com

Vice President: Melissa Schmidt 516-462-0463 mjschmidt23@yahoo.com

Immediate Past President: Michael J. Gorton Jr. 631-732-1112 michael@mcmanuslorey.com



mailto:nbalma@aol.com
mailto:mjschmidt23@yahoo.com

Secretary: Michael Hoddinott: 516-852-8698 Mike@bfhli.com

Treasurer/LIFE/Finance: Rich D’Andrea 631-589-2345 raynor.dandrea@mac.com

Region 9 Director: Richard O’Shea Jr. 631-475-0093 richard_oshea@live.com

Nassau Representatives: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP 516-223-4200 mikemadison278 @aol.com

Joe Bernaudo 516-724-4479 josephmbernaudo@live.com

Curtis Schmitt 516-785-3380 schmittfuneralhome@verizon.net

Linda Hogan-Florenzie 516-621-4545 Ashlady@aol.com

Suffolk Representatives: Fred Bryant 631-473-0082 fredbryantfh@gmail.com

Sean Ward 631-664-8289 seanward @gmail.com

Jeff Davis (631) 744-9000 Jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com

Andy Powell (631) 691-0172_andy@powellfh.com

Committees
Membership: Curtis Schmitt / Jeff Davis
Health Care Facilities: Joe Bernaudo / Sean Ward

Medical Examiner: Philip Taglia 516-599-0041 ptagliadirector@aol.com / David Romeo 631-475-0098

deeromeo@gmail.com

Cemeteries: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP / Michael Hoddinott

Programs/Continuing Ed:

Social Services: Linda Hogan-Florenzie

Political Action: Fred Bryant

Member Events: Bea Lewanduski, CFSP 631-691-5700 Beatrice.Lecesse@dignitymemorial.com
Finance Committee: Rich D'Andrea

Nomination Committee: Jeff Davis

Bylaw Committee: Jeff Davis/Bea Lewanduski

Emergency Response: Douglas Brueggemann 631-368-1235 drbrueggemann@msn.com
Scholarship/NCCC Liaison: Joe Bernaudo

Honorary: Michael Mastellone michael.mastellone@ncc.edu

Executive Director: Holly O’Brien 631-765-3737 hollynsfda@yahoo.com

Editor: Karen Romanelli 631-901-8111 karenromeo@gmail.com

us on Facebook!

NSFDA | NSFDA.ORG Are we friends yet? Follow us and like .

Nassau Suffolk Funeral Directors Association | PO Box 640 | Kings Park, NY 11754 US
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