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2022 NYSFDA ANNUAL CONVENTION RECAP

NYSFDA 2022-2023 Officers: From left to right, John D'Arienzo, President Elect; John Kelly, Immediate Past
President; Robert Hogan, President; Scott Hendrix, Treasurer; Michael Gorton, Jr., Secretary

At the 2022 NYSFDA
Annual Convention
members saw a return to
Turning Stone Resort for
the first time since the
pandemic. With over 60
vendors and over 500
funeral directors, their
guests, students and
exhibitors, it was a fun
filled educational
opportunity for all.

The Convention started with a competition at the Vernon National Shooting
Preserve. A fun time was had by all during this team building opportunity.
Later that evening, members met up at the Tin Rooster for some BBQ,
drinks and dancing.  

Monday started early with opportunities for CEU from presenters like Leili
McMurrough, Adam Carter, and Jan Hargrave. The keynote speaker was
former Chief NYC OCME Dr. Michael Baden.  

The annual service of remembrance followed where we take the time to pay

https://nysfda.wufoo.com/forms/nysfda-chapter-food-bank-volunteer-signup/
https://files.constantcontact.com/46d6a434801/60bd7a78-ceaf-4699-94b7-00d2bb55533c.pdf?rdr=true
https://vimeo.com/751437596


tribute to the member funeral directors who passed away over the last year
are remembered. Many of their families attended and participated in the
service. 

The annual meeting was held next where the business of the association
discussed and reports read of the progress of NYSFDA. At this meeting, our
own president, Michael Gorton, Jr. was installed as Secretary of NYSFDA
after being elected in June. Michael was sworn in along with his fellow
officers Scott Hendricks as treasurer, John D'Arienzo as President Elect.
Bob Hogan as President and John Kelly as Past President. Bill Villanova
concluded his time on the board as Immediate Past President. Past NSFDA
and Past NYSFDA president Bea Lewandowski presided over the
ceremony.

Following the annual meeting, the trade show opened and we all had a
chance to catch up and meet our favorite vendors and get to know some
new ones. 

Tuesday was packed with CEU opportunities again with the likes of Nick
Astorino who spoke of restorative art, famed author Allyson Gilbert and
Bureau Director, Thomas Fuller. Nick may have stolen the convention with
his demonstration on restoration, history of it and explanation of how
embalming fluid is organic and not as harmful as portrayed. He is one to
keep an eye out for in future CEU opportunities.

There was a Chapter Model Meet and Greet where we talked of some future
activities. The Lend A Hand day was discussed and a November CEU
opportunity put on by the chapters of the pilot program. More details to come
for sure.

The annual banquet saw the opportunity for us to celebrate our New
NYSFDA President, and MET past president Bob Hogan. A fun time was
had by all. Our president, Michael Gorton, Jr. presented Bob with a token of
appreciation for the hard work he will face. Michael told Bob the door to
NSFDA will always be open and we look forward to a bright future.

Wednesday wrapped up with some more CEU opportunities with Ryan
Thogmartin, Barbara Kemmins and Thom Fuller. It's not too early to mark
your calendar for August 20-23, 2023 for our Convention in Saratoga
Springs, NY.



Pictured above is NYSFDA President Bob Hogan offering remarks at the Convention Banquet

Pictured above is  just some of the NSFDA members and their families at the Convention Banquet
with Newly elected President, Bob Hogan on the right.

Pictured above from left to right is Past NSFDA Presidents and Past NYSFDA Presidents:
Andy Powell, Bea Lewandowski, and Doug Brueggemann



Pictured above are NSFDA Past Presidents flanked by current Executive Officers:
Past President, Jeff Davis (current VP), Past President Andy Powell, Past President Bea Lewandowski,

Past President Doug Brueggemann and current president (and future past president) Michael J. Gorton, Jr.

A Message from the NSFDA Board President:
Michael J. Gorton

Dear Members,
As I sit and pen my message for our next newsletter, I pause and thank our board who has
trusted me to lead our association for one more year.  As I enter my third year as your
president, we continue to look for ways to improve our association and improve funeral
service in our local communities and.  As always, please bring your concerns to Holly or
myself.  Our committees work hard to better funeral service in our local area and solve issues
with the strength of many firms as opposed to just one.

Last month we held our annual Vincent and Toni Memorial Golf outing.  It was an overcast
day but it did not damper any of the spirits of those who played and those who enjoyed
dinner after.  Big thanks to our golf committee, Bea, Melissa and Holly who had everything
ready and were clicking on all cylinders.  Thanks to Ken, our awesome MC for the outing. 
Look for the pictures later in this issue.

The board has recently decided to try a new approach to board meetings. We will be meeting
quarterly.  This will be in conjunction with our CEU offerings.  We feel that this will allow us
more time to devote to family and our own businesses while still working more efficiently for
NSFDA. During the pandemic, we learned to meet virtually, and if the need arises, we will be
able to do just that.

Speaking of CEU's please look at the information in this edition and in your inboxes about our
next two credit CEU programs. Nance Schick, Esq. will be back to bring us updates on the
employment laws regarding “Managing LGBTQ Employees in NY” and “How to Keep
Employees Highly Safe”.  Two informative and important topics that you don't want to miss. 



The board continues to be an active participant of the NYSFDA chapter model program. 
There have been some new developments regarding the governance and how the structure
would be.  Locals would not have to dissolve as originally thought, but continue as is but with
NYSFDA facilitating CEU, communication and leadership of the association.   Feedback from
other locals is positive and more locals are considering this since they don't have to dissolve.
Your board is continuing to be active on this discussion.  Please look for the flier in this issue
about the second “Lend a Hand” event at Long Island Cares on October 5.  You must register
to participate and the information about registration is on the flier.  There will also be a CEU
opportunity and Round Table discussion in November, more information to follow.

Lastly, I was honored to have been elected Secretary of NYSFDA and humbled to have been
installed as Secretary at the 2022 NYSFDA convention at Turning Stone.  What made it even
more special was being sworn in with my family there and by our past NSFDA president and
past NYSFDA president Bea Lewanduski.  Big tasks face me on the NYSFDA board, but I will
continue to stay focused on our local association.  A special thank you to my aunt and uncle,
Dorothy Commodore and Charles Lorey; if it weren't for them, the successes I have had in
leadership wouldn't have happened without them.

As I conclude this message, I leave you with some words of wisdom from one of the greatest
supergroups of all time, The Traveling Wilburys. The opening lines of their hit song "End of
the Line" are words I live by and always keep in mind.  Words I hope others may take a hold
of as well…
"Well, it's alright, ridin' around in the breeze
Well, it's alright, if you live the life you please
Well, it's alright, doin' the best you can
Well, it's alright, as long as you lend a hand"

Michael J. Gorton, Jr, CFSPMichael J. Gorton, Jr, CFSP
President, NSFDAPresident, NSFDA

Congratulations Mike Cecere, Jr.

Congratulations to Mike Cecere, Jr. of Cecere Family Funeral Home is in order.  At the



NYSFDA convention he was honored and presented a pin for 60 years of service as a
funeral director.  Such an honor to be serving others, helping families and his
community for so long.  Mike is pictured here with Past President John Kelly who
presented him with his 60 year Service Pin and this high honor at the NYSFDA annual
Convention Annual Meeting on August 22, 2022.  Congratulations Mike!

Congratulations Mark Nolan



Congratulations are in order for NSFDA member Mark J. Nolan from  member firm
Nolan Funeral Home in Northport, NY.  Mark completed his time as At-Large
Representative to the NYSFDA Board from the FDSS board.  FDSS stands for Funeral
Director Support Services which administers Pre-Plan.  Mark continued to serve on the
FDSS board, but his tenure as representative was up.  Here is Mark pictured with Past
President John Kelly receiving his congratulatory award for his time served.

Thank you Dianna!

This year, Dianna Brueggemann-LoBue had to
make the tough decision to focus on her family and
business and not run again for the Suffolk County
Representative on our NSFDA Board. I know it
was not an easy decision for her. I know Dianna
loved serving our great association. I wanted to
take this time to thank her for all that she has done
for NSFDA.

Dianna was instrumental in the idea, development,
organizing and heavy lifting to get our Symposium
off the ground. Her idea is what enticed me to get
involved with it and help her on this
program. Because of that, we developed a
friendship. This was born out of an idea for higher
education and inclusion of students in our funeral
service schools in hopes to see more people
consider a valuable career in funeral service. It
was a success and it continued to grow.

Your voice will be missed at board meetings and
your input and suggestions will be silenced, for a
while. I know you will be back on the board one
day and I know that you will one day lead this great
association. I look forward to the day when I can



watch you lead us.

On behalf of the membership, the board and
myself, thank you again, Dianna!

~Michael J. Gorton, Jr.

Board Life...Members Spotlight - Michael Hoddinott

Before even considering a career in the funeral
industry I had spent most of my working days in
ambulances throughout the region. Working critical
care inter-facility jobs with patients who were on
ventilators, balloon pumps, and the like. Later I moved
on to 911 and finished off my EMS career in the
Chief’s positions with Commack Ambulance.

In the summer of 2006 (knowing nothing about the
funeral business) I knocked on the door at
Brueggemann’s. Joe Marando met me and together
we walked to get pizza in the shopping center next
door, I’d hardly call it an interview! A few days later I
had a black suit, and I was on the door!

I am a huge US History buff; I’ve always been intrigued by cemeteries and am
confident this is where my prospect as a funeral director was first rooted. Many of my
misadventures have been highlighted by visits to notable graves of permanent
residents throughout the coast. Some of my favorites however are the crypts beneath
Old North Church and Kings Chapel, both up in Boston as well as quite a few of the
US Presidents.

I really enjoy making, building, fixing, or restoring anything I can get my hands on.
Some of my favorite restoration projects have been an Elgin pocket watch from 1877, a
Kirby vacuum cleaner from 1959, a Schwinn Stingray from 1976, and as some of you
have already seen, a 1964 Volkswagen Beetle. My pièce de résistance will be my
house from 1769 though – stay tuned for more on this one.

I love road trips! I’ve driven in and camped in every state Main to Florida and as far
west as Illinois. I often travel in caravans of vintage Volkswagens to shows and events.
Imagine “Little Miss Sunshine”, but without the grim grandma on the roof bits. Salem
Massachusetts is probably my most frequent “haunt”, I think I might be a better tour
guide than the folks getting paid there now!

My first role within the NSFDA was a co-chair of the Cemeteries Committee and I’m
proud of the efforts put forth and realized into the “Cemeteries Portal.” The first version
was basic but represented a combined effort from several directors submitting records
to compile a central listing of cemetery resources intended as a tool for directors. The
recently released update to the portal features some impressive new tools, and packs
a huge techy-punch. Now, you can search the portal not just by cemetery name, but by
town, or even by navigating the embedded Google Map. In this update we also
included more details that might serve as a better resource not just for Funeral
Directors but for the families you serve. We’re constantly updating the record with
price lists, maps, and new information! Next time you need to look up an unfamiliar
cemetery, consider checking the Cemeteries Portal on NSFDA.org. We all have an
overstuffed binder with cemetery maps and price lists! Feel free to email me over any
that you think the portal is missing!



As the newest Suffolk rep on the board, I hope to bring more practical tools forward to
the NSFDA membership. I look forward to joining in on projects that the board
undertakes in support of our membership.

Fun Facts About Michael: 
 
Favorite Food:
I’m going to get judged hard here… But I love Velveeta Shells and Cheese, or
Ravioli… If candy counts, Reese’s wins out every time and twice on Sunday!
 
Person I admire the most:
Is it too corny to say, “my mom”? Most of my childhood and adolescence was spent in
a single parent household. Somehow, she balanced work, home, and the crazy
schedules of two kids without missing a beat.
 
Favorite place:
Salem, Massachusetts. It’s my go-to for fall camping, antiquing, and exploring. I first
went on a group road trip with some friends after graduating high school in the summer
of 2003 and I haven’t missed a year since!
 
An invention I couldn't live without is:
Metaphorically, a screwdriver! I love to tinker and build things.
 
If I could travel anywhere in the world, it would be:
I’m not a huge fan of commercial flights – ironic given I’m working on my pilot’s license.
But to me, the best adventure would be a road trip around the US highlighting
historically significant locales. Route 66, Highway 1 into Big Sur, the Blue Ridge
Parkway… All on my to-do list. I need someone to ride the 2,600 historic Oregon
National Historic Trail – we’ll swap out the Conestoga wagon and fjord the rivers in my
’64 bug!
 
My words of wisdom are: 
Ripped right from my favorite movie, I even have a tattoo of them – “From the ashes of
disaster, grow the roses of success!” – Whoever of you to handle my funeral (many,
many years from now) has my explicit, written permission to use this on my stone.
 
What is one thing most people don't know about me:
I live in the oldest house in Commack, and the second oldest (standing) in the town of
Huntington! She’s soon to be 254 years old!

 

Congratulation Scholarship Recipients!

Congratulations to Kelly Beth Laufer,
support staff with McManus-Lorey



Funeral Home who is a recipient of
the Franklin Steinberg Scholarship
from NYSFDA.  Kelly Beth along with
6 other students from around the state
were awarded scholarships at the
Annual Convention.  Kelly Beth is a
first year student at SUNY Canton on
the online portion of school.  Kelly
Beth has been with McManus-Lorey
for the better part of two years. 
Pictured here is NYSFDA Tribute
Chair Michael J. Gorton, Jr and Kelly
Beth receiving her award.

At the Annual Membership Meeting on
May 26, 2022, the NSFDA presented
Ashley Kaminski, a graduate of the
Nassau Community College Mortuary
Science Program, the John M. Lieblang
Scholarship Award. The NSFDA would
like to congratulate Ashley and wish her
much success in her career in funeral
service. Thank you to Mark Mannix,
President & CEO of Cooperative Funeral
Fund for the donation to the award
winner and his generous contribution to
Nassau Community College for the
practice tests for the students to prepare
them for their upcoming National Board
Exam.

A Message from the Executive Director

I hope everyone has a wonderful summer. The Board of Directors had a busy
summer and we are looking forward to seeing everyone at all of the
upcoming events the Board of Directors have planned.

The annual general membership meeting was held on Thursday, May 26,
2022. The meeting was very well attended and as usual, the Irish Coffee Pub
did a fabulous job. Elections were held for the Board of Directors for 2022-
2023 and congratulations to Michael Hoddinott who has come on board as a
Suffolk County Representative. Michael also designed the new cemetery
portal on the NSFDA website. Joseph Bernardo, Nassau County
Representative and Scholarship Committee Chairperson, presented on behalf
of the NSFDA along with Mark Mannix, President of Cooperative Funeral
Fund, the John M. Lieblang Annual Scholarship to Ashley Kaminiski, a graduate
of the Nassau Community College Mortuary Science Program. This annual

scholarship is funded by Mark and a big thank you to him for all he does for the association year after year.
Congratulations to Ashley and we wish her good luck in your career in funeral service. Mark Mannix also
presented a check to Professor Michael Mastellone of the NCCC Mortuary Science Program for the practicum
tests for the students. Thank you to Mike Lanotte, Executive Director of the NYSFDA for 2 informative
Continuing Education Programs. A brief discussion was given by Tim Wall of Peace of Mind Gravesite Care.
Please visit his website for additional information at www.peaceofmindgravesitecare.com.

On Monday, August 1, 2022, the Annual Vincent & Toni Romeo Memorial Golf Outing was held at the
Bellport Country Club. The weather cleared up after some rain in the morning and the golfers were glad to
head out onto the beautiful course after lunch. The reception in the evening was well attended and thank

http://www.peaceofmindgravesitecare.com/


you to our sponsors and the Romeo Family. Thank you to Ken Lysak and TLC for all their hard work putting
together all the raffle prizes. Thank you to the golf committee, Bea Lewanduski-Lecesse and Melissa Schmidt
for all they do to make this event a success and congratulations to Mega raffle winners, Bob Fuchs, Mike
Lanotte and Jim O’Neill. 
Our next general membership meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at 6pm at the Irish
Coffee Pub. This is the first meeting for this biennium, and we are offering 2 Law continuing education
credits. Please see all the information in this newsletter as well as the registration form. The information
regarding the November meeting will be sent to the membership in the upcoming weeks. 

The Suffolk County Medical Examiner asked us to remind the membership about getting as many family
phone numbers of the deceased as possible that are forwarded to the medical examiner for cremation
clearances. The cremation clearance process is more effective when the ME can get in touch with a family
member in a timely fashion. Also, please inform to the family that if they see a phone number that starts
with, (631) 853 or if “Hauppauge, NY”  comes up on their caller ID, that is the SCME.

On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone for the texts, emails and phone calls expressing
condolences to my family and myself on the loss of my Aunt Carol back in June. My Aunt/Godmother had a
huge presence in my life and her passing was unexpected and devastating. She will be truly missed by all of
us.

Wishing everyone a fabulous fall season and see everyone in a few weeks.

HollyHolly

Register Now for the Next General Meeting by Monday, Sept 26 at NoonRegister Now for the Next General Meeting by Monday, Sept 26 at Noon



SAVE THE DATE!

The 2023 NSFDA Symposium and
Networking Event sponsored by the

Whitmore Group will be held on Tuesday
May 9, 2023 at The Larkfield in East

Northport.



 

The Annual Vincent & Toni Romeo Memorial Golf Outing



Click on the video below for a fun recap!





Congratulations to the MEGA Raffle Winners



1st Prize: Bob Fuchs
2nd Prize: Mike Lanotte

3rd Prize: Jim O’Neill

It is with deep sadness that the NSFDA
announces the passing of:

Thomas P. Walsh Jr, past member and board
member. Tom was the owner of the former Thomas P.
Walsh Funeral Home in Central Islip.

Patricia K. Hughes, past member and board member.
Patricia the owner of the former Hughes Funeral Home
of Kings Park.

Edward A. Bruns, LFD, former owner of Flinch &
Bruns Funeral Home in Lynbrook, NY

Kevin B. Costello, husband of NSFDA member Beth
Dalton-Costello, LFD at Thomas F. Dalton Funeral
Homes

NSFDA Business Directory
Would you like to place an advertisement?

Contact Holly O'Brien at: hollynsfda@yahoo.com
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NSFDA Board Directory:
President: Michael J. Gorton Jr. 631-732-1112 michael@mcmanuslorey.com 

Vice President: Jeff Davis 631-744-9000 jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com 

mailto:michael@mcmanuslorey.com
mailto:jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com


Immediate Past President: Richard O’Shea, Jr. 631-475-0098 richard_oshea@live.com

Secretary: Linda Hogan-Florenzie 516-621-4545 ashlady53@aol.com

Treasurer/LIFE/Finance: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. 516-599-0041 nbalma@aol.com

Region 9 Director: Rich O'Shea

________________________________________________________________________

Nassau Representatives: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP  516-223-4200 mikemadison278@aol.com

Joe Bernaudo  516-724-4479 josephmbernaudo@live.com

Curtis Schmitt 516-785-3380 schmittfuneralhome@verizon.net 

Melissa Schmidt  516-462-0463 mjschmidt23@yahoo.com 

Suffolk Representatives: Fred Bryant 631-473-0082 fredbryantfh@gmail.com     

Sean Ward 631-664-8289 seanward@gmail.com

Rich D’Andrea 631-589-2345 raynor.dandrea@mac.com 

Michael Hoddinott (516) 852-8698    Mike@bfhli.com

Committees

Membership: Curtis Schmitt / Rich D’Andrea

Health Care Facilities: Joe Bernaudo / Sean Ward

Medical Examiner: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. / Philip Taglia 516-599-0041 ptagliadirector@aol.com

Cemeteries: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP / Michael Hoddinotts

Programs/Continuing Ed: Melissa Schmidt

Social Services: Linda Hogan-Florenzie

Political Action: Fred Bryant

Hospitality: Valerie Randazzo-Sakowski 516-798-2500 Fnrldrectr@aol.com

Member Events: Bea Lewanduski, CFSP  631-691-5700 Beatrice.Lecesse@dignitymemorial.com

Melissa Schmidt

Finance Committee:

Nomination Committee: Jeff Davis

TFCU/AdHoc Committee: Richard O'Shea Jr.

Bylaw Committee: Jeff Davis/Bea Lewanduski

Emergency Response: Douglas Brueggemann 631-368-1235 drbrueggemann@msn.com

Scholarship/NCCC Liaison: Joe Bernaudo

Honorary: Michael Mastellone  michael.mastellone@ncc.edu

Executive Director: Holly O’Brien 631-765-3737 hollynsfda@yahoo.com

Nassuff Newsbearer Editor: Karen Romanelli 631-901-8111 Karenrome9@gmail.com
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Are we friends yet? Follow us and like

us on Facebook!
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