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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING &
2-CREDIT CEU PRESENTATION

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2022 AT 6:00PM
The Nassau Suffolk Funeral Directors Association will be having their Annual

Membership Meeting and 2-credit CEU program on
Thursday, May 26, 2022 at the Irish Coffee Pub located at

131 Carleton Avenue, East Islip, NY 11730
Registration begins at 5:30pm.

Please click on the link below for the registration form and
mail with payment to the address on the form.

This meeting will also include information on the NYSFDA chapter model,
elections, dinner and the NSFDA John M. Lieblang annual scholarship award presentation.

Please note: All registration forms and payments must be received by Monday, May 23, 2022
by 12:00pm.

If you send in the form with payment and have to cancel, a credit will only be issued and
put towards another meeting if we receive a call or email prior to 12 noon on

Monday May 23, 2022. No credit will be issued for calls or emails after 12 noon.

REGISTER HERE

A Message from the NSFDA Board President:
Michael J. Gorton

Dear Members,

https://nsfda.org/document/download.html?id=140&pageElementId=787


“April Showers Bring May Flowers”, as the saying goes. I hope that this finds you in
good spirits and feeling the goodness that spring brings!

Your NSFDA board has been meeting regularly in person and we are eager to get
back
into the swing of things with in person CEU opportunities and programming. We may
sprinkle in a virtual CEU here and there, but we hope to be returning to normal as we
exit this biennium and move onto the next.

Speaking of the end of the biennium, to help you from scrambling to find CEU
programs
to meet your licensure requirements, we are working to bring you as many CEU
opportunities as possible.

NSFDA has a two-credit CEU program coming up at the end of the month in
conjunction with our Annual Meeting. On May 26 we will host our annual meeting in
person at the Irish Coffee Pub. Mike Lanotte, the Executive Director of NYSFDA, will be
coming down to present a two credit CEU program. We will also present a scholarship
to
a lucky graduate who will be entering the workforce soon as a resident. Also, during
the
meeting, Mike Lanotte will also update us and answer questions on the status of the
NYSFDA chapter model idea. Most importantly, we also will have our annual elections
which will be certified that night and then the board of directors will elect the officers
for
the upcoming year. We will also have committee reports and association updates
during
the annual meeting. I hope to see many of you at our annual meeting on May 26,
2022. More info is in this newsletter about registration.

There are two things that have come across my desk over the last couple of months
that
have been concerning. I wanted to take this opportunity to bring their attention to
membership. The first; I have heard from a few funeral directors that they have had
some issues regarding anatomical donations. Specifically in the embalming and
preparation of the donors. I would like for you to please reach out to Holly or myself
please give us detailed information about the concerns you have met. I would like to
then bring your concerns to the organ harvesting programs on the association’s
behalf.
Another concern and one that is an ethical one is the increasing complaints that
funeral
directors are claiming cases on EDRS or DAVE without authorization from the family. I
should not have to remind you; however, I must, you should not be claiming death
certificates on EDRS/DAVE unless you have authorization to transfer from the place of
death. Claiming a case, you do not have authorization is unprofessional and
unethical. It
causes delays for the funeral home to whom has the legal authorization. Furthermore,
to
claim a death certificate also opens the possibility of HIPAA violations. Funeral
Directors and those authorized to work in the HCS under your firm need to be
respectful, professional, and ethical when using the EDRS system. If this is something
that has happened to you, please let us know as we have begun to report situations
to
the EDRS/DAVE and HCS administrators.

As spring becomes summer, I cannot stop and think of a song that gets me in the
mood
for outdoors and spring and summer weather more than this classic Chicago tune,
“Saturday in the Park” “And I’ve been waiting such a long time...For
Saturday...Another



day in the park...” birds chirping, flowers blooming, warm sunshine and smiling faces.
Stay safe and take time to enjoy a day in the park.

Yours truly,
 
Michael J. Gorton, Jr, CFSP
President, NSFDA

SAVE THE DATE!

Wednesday June 8, 2022 at 4pm

Continuing Education Webinar

"Navigating Mental Health in the Profession"

Speaker: Nance L. Schick, Esq.

1 LAW CREDIT

This educational seminar will remind funeral professionals about the laws governing
mental health in the workplace. We will also review some ongoing research regarding
compassion fatigue in the profession, what to watch for and how to handle it if it develops.
Each participant who wishes to receive a CEU must register in advance and use their unique
address when registering. Our system will only email one certificate per email address per
webinar. This is an effort to prevent fraud.

REGISTER HERE

A Message from the Executive Director

Spring is finally here, and I am sure it is welcomed by all of you. I
love this time of the year with the weather getting warmer,
planning of vacations and being out and about with family and
friends.

The Board of Directors have some exciting events planned this
spring and summer. We have the annual membership meeting that
will take place on Thursday, May 26, 2022 , at the Irish Coffee
Pub. There will be a 2-credit presentation being offered by Mike
Lanotte, Executive Director of the NYSFDA, elections, chapter
model update, dinner and the NSFDA John M. Lieblang Annual
Scholarship award presentation that will be given to a graduating
student from Nassau Community College Mortuary Science
Program. We encourage everyone to attend this meeting and enjoy
a nice out with your colleagues. Registration information has been

emailed to you and is posted on the website NSFDA.org 

Program Committee Chairperson Melissa Schmidt LFD is working on several upcoming
webinars and in-person programs. Information on registering for these programs will be
emailed to you in the upcoming months. Thank you to Melissa for all of her hard work
obtaining these programs.

The Toni & Vincent Romeo Memorial Golf Outing will take place on Monday, August 1,
2022, at the Bellport Country Club. Registration information will be sent out in May. This is
another great event so come and enjoy a day of golf and dinner at the club. It is always a fun
day especially when it comes to the raffle part of the evening. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Annual Meeting.

Holly

As per Article VIII Section 7 of the

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1469042515297334543
https://nsfda.org


Constitution and By Laws of the
Nassau-Suffolk Funeral Directors Association, Inc.

The Nominating Committee shall submit to the membership in writing, a slate of
candidates for Directors of the Association, forty-five days prior to the Annual Meeting
(May 26, 2022). Any six voting members of the Association may present a nominating

petition for position as Director to the Association no later than thirty days (April 26,
2022) prior to the Annual Meeting. The petition must be presented to the President.

Suffolk County Directors
Fred Bryant

Richard D’Andrea
Sean Ward

Michael Hoddinott

Nassau County Directors
Michael Cecere, Jr.
Joseph Bernaudo
Melissa Schmidt
Curtis Schmitt

FTC to Sue Heritage Cremation Providers
Over the last number of years, Heritage Cremation Providers have been preying on families

suffering from grief. They have caused havoc for families by misrepresenting themselves and

have put local funeral homes in the middle of families and some funeral directors working for

nothing, as it has been a struggle to get paid from them. Heritage has created an aura where

they are local funeral directors offering the lowest price. When the time comes, they bait and

switch and cause additional expenses and issues for families. In October, members of NSFDA went to Washington, DC

to discuss various topics as part of the Chapter Model Lobby day. This was one of the major topics we brought up to

our leaders on Capitol Hill. We urged them to have the Department of Justice look into this national issue. We were

very happy to read the other day that the DOJ.  on behalf of the FTC.  is bringing suit against Heritage. Click on the

button below to read the press release.

Press Release

Mailing Address Change for VA Forms

The Department of Veterans Affairs, National Cemetery Administration (NCA) changed its mailing address
for submitting the following claim forms:

VA Form 40-1330, Claim for Standard Government Headstone or Marker
VA Form 40-1330M, Claim for Government Medallion for Placement in a
Private Cemetery
VA Form 40-0247, Presidential Memorial Certificate Request Form
VA Form 27-2008, Application for United States Flag for Burial Purposes

https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2022/04/federal-trade-commission-alleges-funeral-cremation-services-companies-their-owner-mislead-consumers


Please mail your claim form and supporting documents to:
NCA FP Evidence Intake Center

PO Box 5237
Janesville, WI 53547

For faster and more secure processing of your claim, please submit your claim and supporting documents
electronically by using Direct Upload at access.va.gov. You will be instructed to register during your first
sign-on attempt. You can submit multiple claims electronically via Direct Upload.
We have added additional subscriber options and are implementing new programs. Please update your
Govdelivery profile and options so that we can keep you informed of program enhancements and
notifications, includingweather and service disruptions in your area.

Winter 2022 was SNOW much FUN!
Thank you for sharing your photos with us!

 

Gabe Gorton, President Michael Gorton's son and friend
Bryce.

Fallyn Maher, daughter of Melissa Forrester, LFD and
owner of Forrester Funeral Home.

http://access.va.gov.


Logan Sakowski, son of Valerie Sakowski, LFD.

 Cali, the Schmitt Family Dog.

Congratulations Officer Lysak!

Congratulations to Christopher Lysak, son
of Ken Lysak, NSFDA Treasurer, and his
wife Lorraine, on his graduation from the
Charlotte Mecklenburg , NC Police
Academy. Christopher was on the staff at
TLC, providing office and funeral director
support. We wish Christopher good luck
and may he always stay safe in his new
career. 

Chapter Model Updates

Members of the NSFDA board have been involved with various local associations around the
state to continue to have a seat as the formation of an idea of local associations being involved
in a Chapter model idea. The chapter model idea would encompass locals that need assistance
in organization and leadership to those that are looking to enhance their position within their
local association boundaries. Recently, a new idea has been brought to the table where local
chapters would not have to dissolve and become a chapter, but they could elect to become an
affiliation of the state association. More work needs to be done on this idea, but the general



consensus was that this was a better alternative. We recently asked Mike Lanotte, Executive
Director of the NYSFDA to update and offer a “Pros and Cons” look at things. This should help
you come up to speed. Click on the button below to read more. 

READ MORE

NYSFDA Presents “Student Day”

On March 26, 2022 President Michael Gorton
participated in Student Day at NYSFDA
Headquarters in Albany. Michael is a member of the
NYSFDA Bridge Commision and the
Bridge Commission has helped organize this
special day for the students of the Mortuary
Science Schools across the state.
Student day is a full day of in person interaction with

members of the Bridge Commission and students from AAMI, NCC, Hudson Valley and Canton. Not
only does the Bridge Commission engage with the students, residents are welcome to join the
interactive, career driven day.
Some of the programs that the Bridge Commission put together were programs that involved a
day in the life of a funeral director; from the first call to the arrangements. Those in attendance
were put on a test in a real life situation in examples of challenging arrangements. The Bridge
Commission then went into tips and techniques for transfers from home or hospital, how to fill
keepsake jewelry urns, how to fold a flag and the different parts of a casket. They then went
into Professional Prep. They gave the students great ways to prepare for job interviews and
how to dress for funerals. The day ended with a Q&A session where students put questions into
an empty urn and the BCommission took turns answering them.
It was a special day for the students and the Bridge Commision. It’s important to engage the
future of our industry and prepare them and give them advice as they venture out on their next
steps of funeral service.
Special thank you to our president, Michael Gorton, Jr. who is on the bridge commission. Eric
Friszell, a NCC graduate, Student Day alumni and LFD from Nolan Funeral home also participated
and was the chaperone for NCC students.

(Photo:Students from NCC with LFD Eric Friszell)

Casket Setup and Demonstration at Over 40 students from around the state.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10YgKEd8KolP_2dG9R9E-Pv7LYFUTnO-w/view?usp=sharing


Headquarters.

It is with deep sadness that the NSFDA
announces the passing of:

Harold Ford, father of Karen Kohler and Father-in-law of
Marty Kohler, Funeral Director at Nolan Funeral 

Anthony J. LiCausi, father of Anthony M. LiCausi, LFD at
Robertaccio Funeral Home Inc. and member of the NSFDA

Wayne C. Baxter, LFD, owner of Fox Funeral Home Inc. in
Forest Hills, NY and N.F. Walker Inc. in Merrick NY. Father of
Thaddeus Baxter, LFD & Danford Baxter, LFD, members of the
NSFDA.

Charlotte L. von Glahn, beloved Mother of George W. von Glahn
Jr., LFD at the Charles G. Schmitt Funeral Home

Help Wanted
Trade service looking for licensed funeral director.

Competitive salary plus overtime and benefits.
Please call 516-599-0041 for more details.

Dignity Memorial on Long Island is looking for licensed funeral directors in our



Babylon & Great Neck locations. Very competitive compensation including overtime,
health insurance, paid time away from work, ability to earn additional compensation

plus a signing bonus.
Please contact Peter D’Arienzo @ 917-865-2460 or email your resume

to peter.darienzo@sci-us.com

NSFDA Business Directory
Would you like to place an advertisement?

Contact Holly O'Brien at: hollynsfda@yahoo.com
   

 

mailto:hollynsfda@yahoo.com






NSFDA Board Directory:
President: Michael J. Gorton Jr. 631-732-1112 michael@mcmanuslorey.com 

Vice President: Jeff Davis 631-744-9000 jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com 

mailto:michael@mcmanuslorey.com
mailto:jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com


Immediate Past President: Richard O’Shea, Jr. 631-475-0098 richard_oshea@live.com

Secretary: Linda Hogan-Florenzie 516-621-4545 ashlady53@aol.com

Treasurer/LIFE/Finance: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. 516-599-0041 nbalma@aol.com

Region 9 Director: Rich O'Shea

__________________________________________________________________________

Nassau Representatives: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP  516-223-4200 mikemadison278@aol.com

Joe Bernaudo  516-724-4479 josephmbernaudo@live.com

Curtis Schmitt 516-785-3380 schmittfuneralhome@verizon.net 

Melissa Schmidt  516-462-0463 mjschmidt23@yahoo.com 

Suffolk Representatives: Fred Bryant 631-473-0082 fredbryantfh@gmail.com     

Sean Ward 631-664-8289 seanward@gmail.com

Rich D’Andrea 631-589-2345 raynor.dandrea@mac.com 

Dianna Brueggemann-LoBue 631-368-1235 ladydi6767@aol.com

Committees Membership: Curtis Schmitt / Rich D’Andrea

Health Care Facilities: Joe Bernaudo / Sean Ward

Medical Examiner: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. / Philip Taglia 516-599-0041 ptagliadirector@aol.com

Cemeteries: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP 

Programs/Continuing Ed: Dianna Brueggemann-LoBue / Melissa Schmidt

Social Services: Linda Hogan-Florenzie

Political Action: Fred Bryant

Hospitality: Valerie Randazzo-Sakowski 516-798-2500 Fnrldrectr@aol.com

Member Events: Bea Lewanduski, CFSP  631-691-5700 Beatrice.Lecesse@dignitymemorial.com

Melissa Schmidt

Finance Committee: Dianna Brueggemann-LoBue 

Nomination Committee: Jeff Davis

TFCU/AdHoc Committee: Richard O'Shea Jr.

Bylaw Committee: Jeff Davis/Bea Lewanduski

Emergency Response: Douglas Brueggemann 631-368-1235 drbrueggemann@msn.com

Scholarship/NCCC Liaison: Joe Bernaudo

​Honorary: Michael Mastellone  michael.mastellone@ncc.edu

Executive Director: Holly O’Brien 631-765-3737 hollynsfda@yahoo.com

Nassuff Newsbearer Editor: Karen Romanelli 631-901-8111 Karenrome9@gmail.com

 
NSFDA | NSFDA.ORG

 
Are we friends yet? Follow us and like

us on Facebook!
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