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Highlights of the 2021 Nassau-Suffolk Funeral Directors Association’s
Annual Vincent & Toni Romeo

​Memorial Golf Outing!

Ken Lysak, Curt Schmitt, Paul Murphy Cooperative Funeral Fund Crew

Grand Prize Raffle Winners Jim Walker, Rocio Kosek, Don Patane

Golf Committee The Romeo Family

https://files.constantcontact.com/46d6a434801/7fe792db-da2e-4dac-8492-b7f4412222fd.pdf?rdr=true


Want to see more golf outing highlights and footage from the raffle
giveaways? CLICK HERE for the highlight reel!

A Message from the NSFDA Board President:
Michael J. Gorton

Dear Members,

It seems like the first day of summer was about 2 weeks ago. Where did the summer go?! It was
hectic and I think that because our summer was upside down last year, this year we tried to do so
much in 10 weeks.

The summer ended with two fantastic events. In August we had our annual NSFDA Golf
Outing. We skipped last year due to the pandemic but in 2021, we came back in a big way. Many
golfers, a beautiful day and the fact that we were able to see each other, in person, made it a huge
success. Many thanks to the Golf Committee - Bea, Melissa, Linda and Holly, our MC Ken Lysak
and our host, Bellport Country Club! Looking forward to next year already...I may have to pick
up the clubs again and play!

The second event was NYSFDA’s Annual Convention in Saratoga Springs. Just like our golf
outing, having to skip a year due to Covid, it was enjoyable to be with colleagues; share stories,
laugh and learn. The CEU programs NYSFDA offered were inspirational and educational. Some
of the speakers that we saw on the small screen via zoom during the pandemic were there. It was
nice to sit in person with Glenda Stansbury who put on a series of CEUs for us early on in the
pandemic. It was also great to hang out and have conversation with Monica Torres who recently
put on some great webinars for us. To meet with both of them was inspiring. I would love to have
them come in person one day for us.

At the convention, we said thank you to Bill Villanova who led us through the pandemic and
always pushed to see funeral service work better and stronger for its members and the families we
serve. We now welcome John Kelly as President of NYSFDA and it was an honor to engage John
and listen to his thoughts and ideas as to where funeral service can go in the future.

I was humbled and honored to be installed as Chairperson of the NYSFDA Tribute Foundation. I
was also elected and installed as the at-large representative to the NYSFDA Board for the Tribute
Foundation. I was elected to both positions by my fellow Tribute Board members. I have my work
cut out for me, and as always, I look forward to opportunities to serve.

We also welcomed our newly elected Regional Director, Rich O’Shea. Rich will represent
NSFDA and report back to us on all of the happenings with the State Association. Best of Luck
Rich!

As I enter my second term as your President, I reflect back on what we have all accomplished, but

https://www.facebook.com/melissa.schmidt.397/videos/386679809637509/


look forward to how much more we can achieve. The Board has worked hard to show the value
and benefit of membership and have seen our membership grow. I hope that we can continue to
grow and work for the benefit of our members and for funeral service across Nassau and Suffolk
Counties. Get involved in your association, come to the meetings, reach out to the officers and
directors and committee members -- consider joining a committee -- consider getting
involved! With the change of season and a call to consider getting involved, it makes me think of
the classic song by The Who, Join Together --
​“We don’t know where we're going, but the seasons right for knowing, Oh won’t you join together
with the band”

Yours truly,
 
Michael J. Gorton, Jr, CFSP
President, NSFDA

SAVE THE DATE!

NSFDA Symposium & Networking Event sponsored by
The Whitmore Group:
Tuesday May 10, 2022 at The Larkfield in East
Northport.

Board Meeting Dates:
October 12, 2021
Chapter Model Pilot Program & NSFDA CEU 4pm-5pm
Board Meeting: 5:30pm

November 9, 2021
Board Meeting Only 5pm

December 14, 2021
Board Meeting 4pm
NSFDA Appreciation Dinner/Holiday Social 5:30pm

Chapter Model Pilot Program
Continuing Education - October 12, 2021 at the Irish Coffee Pub

As part of the launch of the Chapter Model
Pilot Program, NYSFDA and Pilot
Chapters are hosting a no cost, in-person
CE sessions throughout September and
October. All NYSFDA and local FDA
members are invited to attend. 1 CEU is
pending approval from the NYS DOH
Bureau of Funeral Directing. Registration
is open in all locations!

This session, Human Resources Legal
Update for Funeral Service, will provide
participants a comprehensive review of
hot-button human resources and

https://nysfda.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d6d1894af7a608fd52716aa3a&id=abcf12f583&e=a2faefed17
https://nysfda.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d6d1894af7a608fd52716aa3a&id=66c13779d8&e=a2faefed17


employment law topics to ensure funeral
homes are addressing all necessary
employment law issues applicable to your
business.

Specific topics to be covered include: 

COVID-19 compliance, guidance,
and precautions
COVID-19 vaccinations and
employers’ ability to inquire into
employee’s vaccination status and/or
mandate employees receive the
vaccination
New York State’s recently enacted
HERO Act
FMLA, PFL, ADA, and other
applicable leave laws
White collar salary exemptions
Anti-harassment and anti-
discrimination laws

The Presenter
Paul J. Buehler is an Associate with the law
firm Bond, Schoeneck, & King, PLLC. He
regularly represents clients in a variety of complex labor and employment matters, including
defending against actions in federal and state courts alleging violations of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Age Discrimination in Employment Act, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, and
wage and hour class action lawsuits, among others.

He has successfully represented employers before the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, National Labor Relations Board,
New York State Division of Human Rights, and New York City Commission on Human Rights.

Paul also routinely advises clients in various industries regarding all aspects of labor and
employment law, such as reasonable accommodations, leaves of absence, employee
discipline and terminations, employer policies, and COVID-19 precautions and guidance.

NSFDA Session Details 

Nassau/Suffolk FDA – Tuesday, October 12 from 4-5pm at the Irish Coffee Pub (East Islip)

Registration Details 
If you have a profile in the NYSFDA member portal, please log in to register or click the
appropriate link above.

No NYSFDA profile? No problem! Click here to register.

If you have questions about the Chapter Model Program, please contact Holly at
hollynsfda@yahoo.com or reach out to NYSFDA at 800.291.2629 or info@nysfda.org. 

https://nysfda.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d6d1894af7a608fd52716aa3a&id=aaa60bcf06&e=a2faefed17
https://nysfda.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d6d1894af7a608fd52716aa3a&id=557efbb6f7&e=a2faefed17
https://nysfda.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d6d1894af7a608fd52716aa3a&id=358c447f98&e=a2faefed17


A Message from the Executive Director
Hard to believe that summer has come to an end, but I always
welcome fall. I look forward to the cooler weather, the leaves
changing, kids back in school and college and the upcoming
holidays. The NSFDA had a busy summer with amazing webinars
offered by Monica Torres and the Annual Vincent & Toni
Romeo Memorial Golf Outing.  
Monica Torres offered three very informative and interesting
webinars for the membership, and she is a great new addition to the
NSFDA continuing education program. Thank you to her and all her
hard work. 
The golf outing was held on Monday, August 2, 2021, at the Bellport
Country Club and the weather couldn’t have been more beautiful.
Thank you to the Romeo family, golfers, dinner guests and the golf

committee. A special thank you to all our sponsors, Cooperative Funeral Fund, Matthews
Aurora Funeral Solutions, Batesville Casket Company, Catholic Cemeteries-Diocese of
Brooklyn and The Whitmore Agency. 
The 2021 New York State Funeral Directors Association Convention was held in Saratoga
Spring, August 23-25. Congratulations to President John J. Kelly and all the officers. 
As part of the Chapter Model Pilot Program launch, NYSFDA and Pilot Chapters are hosting
in-person CE sessions. Details on registration for the NYSFDA session set for Tuesday October
12, 2021, at the Irish Coffee Pub are in this newsletter.  

Thank you & stay safe.

Holly

The NSFDA is selling Men & Ladies Golf Shirts. The shirts are white with the NSFDA logo embroidered
on the left-hand side and are $20.00.

If interested in purchasing, please contact Holly O'Brien at Hollynsfda@yahoo.com
​Shirts will also be available at the general membership meetings.

mailto:hollynsfda@yahoo.com


Humbling. Rewarding. Community Give Back!

Being part of NYSFDA's Chapter model
program, NSFDA took part in a Statewide
community give-back event on September 29th
at Long Island Cares in Hauppauge. Members
volunteered their time at regional Food Banks
across the state.
It was a humbling and rewarding experience for
all involved. Many thanks to the NSFDA
members who took time from their schedules to
give back to those in need in our
communities. We hope to do this again in
partnership with NYSFDA and other local
associations across the state. 

Pictured from the left; Peter D'Arienzo, Melissa Forrester, Sean Ward, Michael Gorton, Jeff Davis and
Beth Dalton-Costello. 

Cremation Container Schedule

New England Cremation Supply will be coming down to Long Island on the 3rd Monday
of each month. All orders must be made through Jeff Davis
at Jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com. Deadline for orders is the Monday before the
scheduled delivery date. Remember that this is a member benefit so please do not
contact New England Cremation Supply.

NYSFDA Annual Convention Highlights and Information

August 23-25, 2021 - Saratoga Springs, NY



Congratulations to NSFDA 2021-2022 President John J. Kelly

View the full gallery here: Gallery Use Access code: NYSFDA2021

Doug Brueggermann receiving
Brueggermann Funeral Home's 60th

Anniversary Recognition Award

Michael Gorton receiving McManus-Lorey
Funeral Home 40th Anniversary

Recognition Award

NYSFDA Board:
Scott Hendrix, Secretary
John D'Arienzo, Treasurer
Bill Villanova, Past President
John Kelly, President
Bob Hogan, President Elect

Congratulations Rich O'Shea!
Congratulations to our Immediate Past President Richard J.
O’Shea who was sworn in at the NYSFDA Annual
Convention on August 24, 2021, as the new Region 9
Director.
We all wish him much success!

NSFDA Business Directory
Would you like to place an advertisement?

Contact Holly O'Brien at: hollynsfda@yahoo.com

https://vip.andrewfranciosa.com/-nysfda2021
mailto:hollynsfda@yahoo.com








NSFDA Board Directory:
President: Michael J. Gorton Jr. 631-732-1112 michael@mcmanuslorey.com 

Vice President: Jeff Davis 631-744-9000 jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com 

Immediate Past President: Richard O’Shea, Jr. 631-475-0098 richard_oshea@live.com

Secretary: Linda Hogan-Florenzie 516-621-4545 ashlady53@aol.com

Treasurer/LIFE/Finance: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. 516-599-0041 nbalma@aol.com

Region 9 Director: Rich O'Shea

__________________________________________________________________________

Nassau Representatives: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP  516-223-4200 mikemadison278@aol.com

Joe Bernaudo  516-724-4479 josephmbernaudo@live.com

Curtis Schmitt 516-785-3380 schmittfuneralhome@verizon.net 

Melissa Schmidt  516-462-0463 mjschmidt23@yahoo.com 

Suffolk Representatives: Fred Bryant 631-473-0082 fredbryantfh@gmail.com     

Sean Ward 631-664-8289 seanward@gmail.com

Rich D’Andrea 631-589-2345 raynor.dandrea@mac.com 

Dianna Brueggemann-LoBue 631-368-1235 ladydi6767@aol.com

Committees Membership: Curtis Schmitt / Rich D’Andrea

Health Care Facilities: Joe Bernaudo / Sean Ward

mailto:michael@mcmanuslorey.com
mailto:jeff@rockypointfuneralhome.com
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Medical Examiner: Kenneth Lysak, Jr. / Philip Taglia 516-599-0041 ptagliadirector@aol.com

Cemeteries: Michael Cecere Jr. CFSP 

Programs/Continuing Ed: Dianna Brueggemann-LoBue / Melissa Schmidt

Social Services: Linda Hogan-Florenzie

Political Action: Fred Bryant

Hospitality: Valerie Randazzo-Sakowski 516-798-2500 Fnrldrectr@aol.com

Member Events: Bea Lewanduski, CFSP  631-691-5700 Beatrice.Lecesse@dignitymemorial.com

Melissa Schmidt

Finance Committee: Dianna Brueggemann-LoBue 

Nomination Committee: Jeff Davis

TFCU/AdHoc Committee: Richard O'Shea Jr.

Bylaw Committee: Jeff Davis/Bea Lewanduski

Emergency Response: Douglas Brueggemann 631-368-1235 drbrueggemann@msn.com

Scholarship/NCCC Liaison: Joe Bernaudo

​Honorary: Michael Mastellone  michael.mastellone@ncc.edu

Executive Director: Holly O’Brien 631-765-3737 hollynsfda@yahoo.com

Nassuff Newsbearer Editor: Karen Romanelli 631-901-8111 Karenrome9@gmail.com

NSFDA | NSFDA.ORG Are we friends yet? Follow us and like
us on Facebook!  ​
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